
NEW DESIGNERS JOIN BODEN FUTURE BRITISH

June 2016: Six months after the launch of Future British, Boden and the British Fashion 
Council (BFC) are proud to announce a further two recipients of this award - Alice Ashby 
of Blake LDN and Arthur Yates of Bruta.

Alice and Arthur join existing recipients Camilla Elphick, Caitlin Charles-Jones and
Sam McCoach of Le Kilt in the Future British 12-month programme that includes financial support, 
mentoring and guidance from Boden’s leadership team, as well as access to the British Fashion 
Council’s business network.

The ongoing initiative will be followed in 2017 with another five awards, when the first group of 
designers move on with strengthened foundations for their businesses and new industry contacts.
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‘The British Fashion Council is thrilled to support Boden’s Future British initiative 
for the second consecutive season. Their practical approach is fundamental in supporting 

new brands to develop and grow as part of a global industry. This exciting initiative 
is another avenue ensuring young designers have access to both financial support and 

mentoring across a 12 month period, confirming London’s place as a creative hub 
of excellence.’

Caroline Rush, British Fashion Council CEO

“

“‘Being part of the Future British initiative has given my business the best start. 
Having access to such experienced and varied mentors has been invaluable, and the 
support during Fashion Week resulted in great exposure and lots of new contacts.’

Caitlin Charles-Jones

“‘We are delighted to be part of the Future British program. It has already been hugely 
beneficial, with direct mentoring from Boden. We have used the financial support to 

contribute to the costs of showing in Paris, which has been crucial in the growth of our 
business. From sharing supplier details, making industry introductions and even the use 

of Boden studio space, I have enjoyed all advantages of being one of the first 
Future British designers.’

Camilla Elphick



BRUTA
Bruta is a London-based label founded by Arthur Yates in 2015. 
With no formal fashion training but an artist’s background, Yates builds 
his collections around art, culture and traditional crafts. This simple 
philosophy sees hand- drawn designs on loose fitting, casual shirting 
for menand women.
www.bruta.eu

BLAKE LDN
Trained at London’s Central St Martins, Alice Ashby has previously 
worked as assistant knitwear designer at Rag & Bone in New York. 
BlakeLDN combines directional and modern design with a clean, 
understated aesthetic and is focused on superior quality immersing 
itself into the importance of craftsmanship. Blake LDN launched in 
September 2012.
www.blake-ldn.com

MEET THE DESIGNERS

ABOUT FUTURE BRITISH
Future British is an exciting collaboration between Boden and the British Fashion Council that will 
support new British designers (men’s, women’s or accessories) as they build their businesses in the 
fashion arena. Over a 12-month period, the designers selected to participate will benefit from Boden’s 
expertise. As well as seasonal financial support, they will receive mentoring in all areas key to building 
a global brand. This includes access to Boden’s studios for shoots, product development, brand 
identity, lookbooks and PR, marketing and digital strategy.

Recipients of Future British, a Boden-led initiative, will also gain access to the brand’s leadership 
team, from Chairman Johnnie Boden to CEO Julian Granville, Product Director Matthew Hilgeman 
and Global Brand Director Penny Herriman. The BFC will provide additional support through the BFC 
Fashion Business Network, including advice and support with legal, accounting, banking, production, 
content and communications.
boden.co.uk/future-british

ABOUT BODEN
The British catalogue and online retailer was launched in 1991 by founder and CEO Johnnie Boden with 
just eight menswear products. The brand quickly expanded into womenswear and childrenswear and 
now has over 1.5million customers worldwide. Boden’s stylish range of clothing and accessories 
are available to buy via catalogue in the UK, USA, Germany, France, Australia and Austria, and online 
in over 60 countries.

The British Fashion Council (BFC) was set up in 1983 to promote British fashion internationally through 
fashion weeks, exhibitions and showcasing events. The BFC now supports designers beginning at 
college level and extending to talent identification, business support and showcasing schemes to help 
British designer brands develop their profiles and business globally and promote British fashion. 
The BFC Colleges Council offers support to students through its Foundation, BA and MA scholarships, 
links with industry through design competitions and Graduate Preview Day. The BFC runs various 
talent identification and business support schemes. Showcasing initiatives and events include London 
Fashion Week, London Collections Men, LONDON show ROOMS, International Fashion Showcase, 
London Fashion Weekend and the annual celebration of excellence in the fashion industry: 
the British Fashion Awards.

ABOUT THE BRITISH FASHION COUNCIL


